
Innovation Funding 
Service (IFS)



Search for a funding competition and review criteria



The lead applicant must create an account:
UK registered businesses
Use Companies House lookup as it speeds up our checks by 
providing your company number. You are unable to enter this at a 
later date.

Research organisations, academics and universities
Enter your information manually so you are not listed as a business 
on IFS and ensure you receive the correct funding.

Lead Applicant: create an 
account



1) Click Start New application

2) Click No - Create new account to 
start your application.  

3) Click Business for organisation 
type



4) The next page it will give “Enter your 
organisation’s details”.  In the search box 
put a zero or single number or a letter and 
click Search 

5) The next page will show a list of 
companies. And links to further pages of 
companies. Ignore these.

Look near the bottom of this page there is 
some text “My organisation is not 
Registered”  Click Find Out What To Do



6) The next new screen will enable you to 
enter text manually into boxes with the 
company business details.  Once completed 
these can be submitted and application 
started.



§ Application Team - Collaborators can invite organisations who you are working with on the project. Contributors 
can invite colleagues from your own organisation to help you complete your application Lead applicants must 
complete the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion survey embedded in IFS as part of your application. 

§ Application Details - Title, timescales, research category, innovation area and previously submitted application 
(y/n)

§ Subsidy basis - Will the project, including any related activities, you want Innovate UK to fund, affect trade 
between Northern Ireland and the EU? All participants must complete this section.

§ Project Summary - Short summary and objectives of the project including what is innovative about it

§ Public Description - Description of your project which will be published if you are successful

§ Scope - How does your project align with the scope of this competition? - If your project is not in scope, it 
will be ineligible for funding 

Project Details



Detailed guidance available on IFS

Application Questions

Application Form Appendix?

Question 1 Location of the farmer, grower or forester who is the project 
lead for this application. (not scored) No

Question 2 Animal testing (not scored) No

Question 3 Tell us about you and your business (not scored) No

Question 4 What do you want to achieve from this funding? No

Question 5 What is your ‘big idea’ for a solution or new opportunity? No

Question 6 Where did your idea come from? No

Question 7 If your solution is successful, what improvements will it 
offer? No


