


Wool Innovation Showcase
'A smart technical fibre'
Circular Economy Innovation Network – Wool 

Lucy Mather and Debbie Tully, Knowledge Transfer 
Managers (Agrifood) for Innovate UK KTN



• Please keep yourself on mute throughout the webinar

• Use the Q&A box to ask the panel questions

• Use the chat box for networking

• The webinar will be recorded, excluding the breakout session

Housekeeping



Agenda
1 Welcome to the Wool Network

10:00 - 10:15 Lucy Mather and Debbie Tully, Innovate UK KTN
Kate Drury, Sustainable Rope Ltd

2 'Wool Innovation – What's happening now?'
10:15 - 10.45 Angela Morris – WoolCool, session chair

John Parkinson – iinouiio, Ross Barry – LMB,
Beki Gilbert – Natural Fibre Company

3 'Wool Innovation – What's coming?'
10:55 - 11:25 Emma McKenna – IUK KTN, session chair

Brian Mcilwaine – Future Humanity Venture and Andrew Martin – AMRC

4 Wool Innovation showcase
11:25 - 11:40 2-minute pitches

5 Networking session – Breakout groups
6 Funding and Support 



Innovate UK KTN exists to 
connect innovators with new 
partners and new opportunities 
beyond their existing thinking. 

Accelerating ambitious 
ideas into real-world solutions.

About us



Wool to be valued as a 
smart technical fibre and used 
in multiple industries to 
reduce our reliance on oil-based 
products, encouraging a shift 
from linear to circular
and sustainable systems in which 
resources are re-used, nutrients 
recycled, by-products reduced 
and what remains recycled.

Our vision



Developed in conjunction with 3 steering 
groups closely connected to the wool 
community

Three grand challenges:
1. Low technological innovation within the supply chain 

to support circularity
2. Identify needs to adapt processing and/or grading 

to meet standards for wider scale uses of wool in 
other sectors. Wool innovators unable to access 
new markets

3. Need for improved traceability and LCA data 
to demonstrate the circular economy credentials of 
wool products to end users

CEIN Wool Action Plan



CEIN Wool, what else have we been up too?

• Sandpit event

• Learning Journey – British Wool

• Wool in Construction webinar

• Perspectives Article

• Demo Day – 8th Feb 2024



CEIN Wool, Impact delivered 
• Over £700,000 worth of projects funded to date

• 10 projects currently live, with more in the pipeline

• Partnerships & collaborations initiated

• Over 100 members in the CEIN Wool LinkedIn group

• CEIN Wool Community of nearly 500 members, representing the full supply 
chain



Kate Drury
Sustainable Rope Ltd



Wool Innovation:
What's happening now?

Angela Morris, WoolCool - chair
John Parkinson, iinouiio
Beki Gilbert, Natural Fibre Company
Ross Barry, LMB



Wool Innovation:
What's coming?

Emma McKenna, IUK KTN – chair
Brian McIlwaine, Future Humanity Venture
Andrew Martin, AMRC













Wool Innovation pitch 
session

Liz Carrasco, Kaitlin Ramsay, 
Sikiru Ismail, Martin Brambley, 
Tom Lind, Elizabeth Gaston



Compostable, Recycled, Non-Petroleum 
based solutions for:

Agriculture Construction Horticulture

Ms L Carrasco
lcarrasco1618@gmail.com



Circular approaches to wool waste: 
A wooly big problem 

Wool waste

Anaerobic 
digestion

Reusable 
product

Dr Joanne Roberts
Joanne.Roberts@gcu.ac.uk

Dr Kaitlin Ramsay
Kaitlin.Ramsay@gcu.ac.uk

mailto:Joanne.Roberts@gcu.ac.uk
mailto:Kaitlin.Ramsay@gcu.ac.uk






Wool Pots are a zero waste environmentally 
friendly alternative to plastic pots.

500 million plastic plant pots are sent to 
landfill in the UK every year, we are burying a 

time bomb for future generations. 

Our company’s aim is to reduce plastic use in 
horticulture and help the planet.



Elizabeth Gaston Elizabeth.Gaston@Northumbria.ac.uk
Jane Scott Jane.Scott@Newcastle.ac.uk  

mailto:Elizabeth.Gaston@Northumbria.ac.uk
mailto:Jane.Scott@Newcastle.ac.uk


Breakout sessions
Two 8-minute speed networking sessions
Randomly assigned
Please have your camera on
KTN Agrifood colleagues will join us



Funding and Innovate UK 
KTN Support



Funding Opportunities

Innovation loans

IUK Edge £15k 
catapult grants

SMART Grant

KTPs

SMART FIS (Wales)

Launchpad: Agri-
tech and food tech 
Eastern England

REforMM

DEFRA FIP – 
Research Starter / 
Large R&D

EUREKA

Creative catalyst

Innovation 
Exchange (IX)

EIT Impact Funding

Sign up for the AgriFood newsletter: bit.ly/AgriFood_Newsletter



Innovate UK KTN Support 

• Market insight – all sectors
• Help with finding project partners, making connections 
• Innovation Canvas Tool 
• Reviewing of funding applications
• Join our CEIN Wool LinkedIn group
• Join the CEIN Wool Community
• Sign up to a short calendly session – 6th and 10th November
• Receive our monthly newsletter – for all opportunities



lucy.mather@iuk.ktn-uk.org
debbie.tully@iuk.ktn-uk.org

iuk.ktn-uk.org/agrifood
@IUK_AgriFood

Sign up for the AgriFood newsletter: bit.ly/AgriFood_Newsletter


