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The Farming Innovation 
Programme

• Part of Defra's Agricultural Transition 
Plan

• £270M of grant funding for R&D through 
to 2028/29

• To enhance productivity, environmental 
sustainability and resilience in England's 
farming sectors

• Funding is awarded on a competitive 
basis to high quality, innovative projects

• Collaborative projects must benefit 
farmers and growers in England



Small Research Starter 
Projects where farmers, growers 
& foresters can explore a new 
idea, or Projects to Accelerate 
Adoption (coming soon) where 
farmers and growers can trial 
new innovation on their farms.

Feasibility projects where 
businesses can check if a 
research idea works in practice.

Small/Large Partnership 
Projects, where businesses can 
further develop a new farming 
product or service towards 
commercialisation.

Themed competitions (Farming 
Futures R&D Fund), where 
businesses and researchers can 
work on longer-term innovation 
focussing on issues like Climate-
Smart Farming, or Sustainable 
farm-based Proteins.

The Farming Innovation Programme offers a range of 
opportunities for farmers, growers, businesses and researchers 
to collaborate on industry-led research and development:

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1158/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1158/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1048/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1049/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1123/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1124/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1124/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1230/overview/a41eaa6a-b1c6-4cbe-969e-d48244318018
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1230/overview/a41eaa6a-b1c6-4cbe-969e-d48244318018


Farming Innovation Programme: Which funding is right for you?



Current Opportunities

Farming Innovation Programme: Small R&D partnerships (round 3)
Opens: 14/08/2023 Closes: 25/10/2023

Farming Innovation Programme: Feasibility (round 3)
Opens: 18/09/2023 Closes: 15/11/2023



Farming Innovation Programme Small R&D Partnership Projects – Round 3

Total budget

9.8
Million

Aim of the competition

develop solutions with the potential 
to improve overall productivity, 

sustainability, resilience and move existing 
agricultural sectors to net zero

Duration

Up to 36 
months

Your proposal must be able to 
demonstrate how the project will 

benefit farmers, growers or foresters 
in England.

For UK organisations 
wishing to collaborate 
with other UK 
organisations

Competition deadline 
25 Oct 2023

Projects to start by
1 June 2024

Costs

£1 – 3 million



Farming Innovation Programme Feasibility Studies – Round 3
(Opens 18th September 2023)

Total budget

4.5
Million

Aim of the competition

to fund feasibility studies investigating 
new solutions that will address major on-

farm or immediate post farmgate 
challenges or opportunities.

Duration

12-24 
months

Your proposal must be able to 
demonstrate how the project will 

benefit farmers, growers or foresters 
in England.

For UK organisations 
wishing to collaborate 
with other UK 
organisations

Competition deadline 
15 Nov 2023

Projects to start by
1 May 2024

Costs

£200k – £500k



https://farminginnovation.ukri.org
Farming Innovation Website



BridgeAI
£100m Innovate UK funded 
programme to encourage AI 
innovation and adoption in UK 
business over the next 2 years.

Bridge AI is an Innovate UK 
funded programme, delivered by a 
consortium including Innovate UK, 
Digital Catapult, The Alan Turing 
Institute, STFC Hartree Centre 
and BSI.



Mission statement
To empower businesses in high-growth sectors within 
the UK, including agriculture, construction, creative, 
and transport industries, to harness the power of AI in 
a responsible and ethical manner, driving productivity 
and unlocking their full potential.



Single entity strand
Your project must:
• have a grant funding 

request of up to 
£100,000

• last between 4 and 8 
months

• carry out all of its 
project work in the UK

• intend to exploit the 
results from or in the 
UK

• start on 1 April 2024
• end by 31 March 2025

AI Solutions to improve 
productivity in key sectors

Apply for a share of up to £32m 
for innovation projects that can 
improve productivity in key 
sectors through the use of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI).
(Opens 27th Sept- closes 8th Nov)

Collaborative strand
Your project must:
• have a grant funding 

request between 
£700,000 and £1.2 
million

• last between 10 and 
12 months

• carry out all of its 
project work in the 
UK

• intend to exploit the 
results from or in the 
UK

• start on 1 April 2024
• end by 31 March 

2025



Innovate UK SMART Grants: June 23 (opens 15 Jun - closes 27 Sep)
Smart is Innovate UK’s responsive grant funding programme. It supports SMEs and their partners to develop disruptive innovations 
with significant potential for rapid, economic return to the UK.

Innovation Loans Future Economy: Round 11 (opens 14 Sep - closes 8 Nov)
Loans to micro, small and medium - sized enterprises (SMEs), to support innovative projects with strong commercial potential to 
significantly improve the UK economy.

Knowledge transfer partnerships (KTP)
Partnership between a business and academic partner, with knowledge transfer via a recent graduate.

Royal Society: Industry Fellowships for academic and industrial researchers
The scheme enables talented scientists and engineers from industry and academia to move between the sectors thanks to funded 
secondments. Apply before 28 September.

BBSRC: Business and academia prosperity partnership: round 2

Apply for funding to support established or high-potential research partnerships between business and academia. Your project can
be up to five years. Details to be confirmed.

BBSRC: Sustainable Aquaculture Partnerships for Innovation

UK research organisations can apply for funding to bring academia and industry together to develop solutions to 
challenges impacting the sustainable growth of UK aquaculture.

Other Funding opportunities 

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1539/overview/c1be09e2-f448-4559-8a56-2ab5c5c5d090
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1717/overview/4b1d658f-9679-4563-96bd-758a18b74116
https://www.ktp-uk.org/
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/grants/industry-fellowship/?utm_campaign=2369043_AgriFood%20Newsletter%20September%202023&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotdigital&dm_i=2VFU,1ERYR,8VHD2L,5KWGZ,1%20k/competition/1539/overview/c1be09e2-f448-4559-8a56-2ab5c5c5d090
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/business-and-academia-prosperity-partnership-round-2/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/sustainable-aquaculture-partnerships-for-innovation/?utm_campaign=2369043_AgriFood%20Newsletter%20September%202023&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotdigital&dm_i=2VFU,1ERYR,8VHD2L,5KH4W,1


AgriFood Funding, Events & News

https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/2VFU-
7B5/agrifood-mailing-list

Sign up for IUK KTN AgriFood newsletters 
and funding alerts: 



https://iuk.ktn-uk.org/

Find out more 

Why not get the KTN AgriFood Newletter each month?

https://ktn-uk.org/
https://ktn-uk.org/agrifood/

Caroline Griffin
caroline.griffin@iuk.ktn-uk.org

https://r1.dotdigital-pages.com/p/2VFU-7B5/agrifood-mailing-list
https://ktn-uk.org/agrifood/

