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European Innovation Council – need 
for activities

▪Europe is good at generating ideas and visions of breakthrough 
tech

▪Not successful at pushing these ideas into concrete innovations

▪EIC here to help- with this paradox





EIC Main characteristics

▪ Identify, develop and deploy high risk innovations of all kinds

▪ From Idea to Market

▪ Focus on breakthrough, market-creating, deep-tech

▪Steered by EIC Board of leading innovators (entrepreneurs, 
investors, researchers, ecosystems)

▪Business Acceleration Services (coaches/mentors, corporates, 
investors, ecosystem)

▪Pro-active management (roadmaps, reviews, reorientations, 
etc) with EIC Programme Managers

▪ Follow-up funding for results from Horizon (e.g. ERC, EIT)  



EIC Board

Advise on

▪Overall strategy for the EIC 

▪ The EIC work programme for implementation

▪ Identification of strategic portfolios or projects and the profile of 
the EIC Programme Managers

▪Other actions to improve the European Innovation Ecosystem

▪Meet the Board Members - EIC Board Members (europa.eu)

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-board-members_en


EIC Programme
Managers

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-communities/eic-programme-managers_en




What are TRLs
Technology Readiness Levels

▪ TRL1 – basic principles observed

▪ TRL2 – technology concept formulated

▪ TRL3 - experimental proof of concept

▪ TRL4 – technology validated in a lab

▪ TRL5 – technology validated in a relevant environment

▪ TRL6 – technology demonstrated in relevant environment

▪ TRL7 – system prototype demonstration in an operational 
environment

▪ TRL8 – system complete and verified

▪ TRL9 – actual system proven in operational environment



EIC - Open or Challenges

Open

▪Bottom-up.

▪Any field of science, 
technology or application 
without predefined thematic 
priorities

Challenges

▪ Top-down, challenge driven, 
portfolios of project approach. 

▪ To support proposals within a 
predefined thematic area and 
addressing specific objectives



Can UK Participate?

▪Yes

▪EU response – The UK is expected to become an associated 
country to Horizon Europe. The UK will have the same rights 
and obligations as other countries associated to the Programme

▪UK response – UK-based applicants can apply – no need to 
wait until Association is formalised.

▪Guarantee Notice and Guidance

▪Supporting the UK R&D and collaborative research 
programmes beyond European Programmes. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/ec_rtd_uk-participation-in-horizon-europe.pdf
https://www.ukri.org/apply-for-funding/horizon-europe/#:~:text=In%20January%2C%20the%20government%20announced,the%20EU%20to%20formalise%20association.
https://www.ukri.org/publications/horizon-europe-guarantee-notice-and-guidance/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-publishes-proposals-for-package-of-transitional-measures-to-support-research-and-innovation-sector-affected-by-horizon-europe-delays


Can UK entities apply for EIC Funding

▪UK entities may apply to calls of the EIC grants, including 
Pathfinder.

▪However, UK entities will only be eligible for funding if the 
Horizon Europe association agreement with the UK applied at 
the time of signature of the grant agreement. 

▪UK entities also eligible to receive Business Acceleration 
Services – coaching, mentoring, events etc
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